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MARRIAGE PROMISE 
STARTED AS A JOKE 


VARIETY 


TOP NEWS 


N. KOREA, 
U.S. READY 
TO MEET 


Preparations 
ramping up for 
summit that is 
now appearing 
more likely. A3 


Trump clashed 
with Sessions 
President Trump 
wanted attorney 
general to “unre- 
cuse” himself from 
Russia probe. A3 


Court spurns 
abortion case 
Decision not to 
hear case leaves 
strict Arkansas law 
in place. A5 


Traffic deaths 
rising in U.S. 
Distracted driving 
is primary cause of 
13.5% increase. A2 


Three slain in 
Belgium attack 
Inmate on fur- 
lough kills two 
police officers, 
bystander. A4 


LOCAL NEWS 


Fire ruins 
creative hub 
Minneapolis build- 
ing was a low-rent 
draw for artists 
and musicians. B1 


Suspicious 
letter at FAA 
FAA office in Mpls. 
evacuated after 
mysterious sub- 
stance found. B3 


SPORTS 


Vikings put 
heat on kicker 
Rookie Daniel Carl- 
son from Aubum 
creates competi- 
tion for Forbath. C1 


Hoops rule 
adds option 
Proposal would 
allow prep stars to 
opt for NBA. C1 


BUSINESS 


Supervalu 
shake-up? 
Activist inves- 

tor pushing for 
changes at annual 
meeting. D1 


VARIETY 


Burstyn took 
shine to state 
Movie filmed in 
North Branch had 
personal tie for 
Oscar winner. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


Ski-U-Mah-velous: 
The University of 
Minnesota was 
ranked the 35th- 
best university in 
the world. B3 


X 


RACIST TWEET ENDS 
ROSEANNE 


NATION 


Stariribune 


REVIVAL 


82° ES 66° 


Stormy; drier, cooler days 
around the comer. B6 


Super Bowl worth $370M 


Dayton revels in economic impact report — even as it’s disputed. 


By ROCHELLE OLSON and ERIC 
ROPER ° Star Tribune staff writers 


Super Bowl LII brought 
attention to the Twin Cities — 
and $370 million. 

That was the net new spend- 
ing from the 10-day event Jan. 
26-Feb. 4, according to an eco- 
nomic impact report released 
Tuesday by Gov. Mark Dayton. 

The results, which are in 


dispute, came in $50 million 
over pre-event projections 
by Rockport Analytics made 
years in advance. Rockport, 
based in Pennsylvania, also 
wrote the final report. 

Much of that larger-than- 
anticipated number was attrib- 
uted to $179 million spent by 
broadcast and event planners 
— the most for a Super Bowl. 

The $370 million figure was 


reached after subtracting about 
$80 million for displaced tour- 
ism (people who were kept away 

from the area by the event). 
From his State Capitol recep- 
tion room, Dayton reveled in 
the report along with Super 
Bowl CEO Maureen Bausch 
and Rockport analyst Kenneth 
McGill. “The success of the 
enterprise is just phenomenal,” 
See SUPER BOWL on A8 > 


BIG GAME, BIG IMPACT 
Economic impact: $370 
million, $50 million more 
than projected by planners. 
Tax revenue: $32 million. 
Tourists: 125,000. 
First-time visitors: 83% said 
they plan to visit again. 

84 percent: Available hotel 
rooms used by tourists. 


60,000: Travelers flying out 
of MSP day after, a record. 


‘EVERYTHING FAILED’ 


on i 


Hurricane Maria caused $90 billion in damage, and Puerto Rico’s recovery has been slow. Top left, officer Luis Angel Gonzalez 
Lorenzo was buried; bottom right, Alberto Rodriguez gave water to his wife, Mirella Sepulveda, who suffered a stroke. 


New Maria estimate: 
Storm left 4,645 dead 


Story by ARELIS R. HERNANDEZ and LAURIE MCGINLEY e° Washington Post ° Photos by Associated Press and Los Angeles Times 


CAGUAS, PUERTO RICO - At least 4,645 people died as a 
result of Hurricane Maria and its devastation across Puerto 
Rico last year, according to a Harvard study released Tues- 
day, an estimate that far exceeds the official government 
death toll, which stands at 64. 

The study, published in the New England Journal of 
Medicine, found that health care disruption for the elderly 
and the loss of basic utility services for the chronically ill 
had significant impacts across the U.S. territory, which was 
thrown into chaos after the September hurricane wiped out 
the electrical grid and had widespread impacts on infra- 
structure. Some communities were entirely cut off for weeks 
amid road closures and communications failures. 

Researchers in the United States and Puerto Rico, led by 
scientists at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 


and Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, calculated the 
number of deaths by surveying nearly 3,300 randomly cho- 
sen households across the island and comparing the esti- 
mated post-hurricane death rate to the mortality rate for the 
year before. Their surveys indicated that the mortality rate 
was 14.3 deaths per 1,000 residents from Sept. 20 through 
Dec.31, 2017, a 62 percent increase in the mortality rate com- 
pared to 2016, or 4,645 “excess deaths.” 

“Our results indicate that the official death count of 64 is 
a substantial underestimate of the true burden of mortality 
after Hurricane Maria,” the authors wrote. 

The official death estimates have drawn sharp criticism 
from experts and residents, and the new study criticized 
Puerto Rico’s methods for counting the dead — and its 


lack of transparency in sharing 


See MARIA on A8 > 


Johnson’s credo: Cut spending, be honest 


He’s banking on GOP nod 
this weekend in Duluth. 


By JESSIE VAN BERKEL 
jessievanberkel@startribune.com 


Republican candidate for 
governor Jeff Johnson heads 
toward one of the most impor- 
tant weekends of his political 
career knowing he can’t offer 
the fundraising power or name 
recognition of former Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty, nor is he a fresh face 
like Woodbury Mayor Mary 
Giuliani Stephens. 


But the longtime Hennepin 
County commissioner, who is 
banking his statewide politi- 
cal ambitions on winning the 
GOP endorsement at this 
weekend’s state Republican 
convention in Duluth, is con- 
vinced that he’s the best can- 
didate to win over voters and 
clinch the pivotal governor’s 
race for Republicans. 

“I really think that most 
Republicans, and most Minne- 
sotans, are looking for frank- 
ness and honesty,” Johnson 
said. “Carefully poll-tested 


messaging and pretending 
you didn’t hear the question 
... People see through that and 
they’re just tired of it. And 
they’re unwilling to elect pol- 
iticians who do it.” 

Johnson, 51, stepped into 
this governor’s race with the 
same platform as four years 
ago, when he lost to DFL Gov. 


Mark Dayton. He said Min- 
nesota needs to rein in spend- 
ing and make state govern- 
ment and its employees more 
responsive. That message, 

See JOHNSON on A8 > 


Johnson: “I really think that 

most Republicans, and most 

Minnesotans, are looking for 
frankness and honesty.” 


State hit 
by streak 
of ozone 
warnings 


Heat wave, dryness trigger 
run of air quality troubles. 


By JEREMY OLSON 
jeremy.olson@startribune.com 


Four straight days of 
unhealthy air quality since Sat- 
urday have taxed people with 
asthma and breathing prob- 
lems and set up Minnesotans 
fora potentially harsh summer. 

Poor air quality isn’t 
unusual in May, when occa- 
sional spikes in temperature 
combine with airborne pollut- 
ants to increase ozone levels, 
but a run of four days hasn’t 
occurred in the Twin Cities 
since the hot summer of 2012, 
said Daniel Dix, a meteorolo- 
gist for the Minnesota Pollu- 
tion Control Agency. 

“It’s tying hand in hand 
with our temperature, our heat 
wave,” he said. “Very unusual.” 

The agency predicts and 
monitors daily ozone and air 
quality index levels, because 
high levels can exacerbate 
breathing problems for those 
with asthma, allergies and 
other respiratory disorders. 

When the forecast projects 
an index above 100 for the fol- 
lowing day, the agency issues 
astatewide alert so vulnerable 
people can take steps to pro- 
tect themselves, such as stay- 
ing indoors in the afternoon. 

Minnesota’s average levels 
were 101 Saturday, 133 Sunday, 
and 115 Monday. The forecast 


See AIR on A8 > 

Days when ozone index 
levels topped 100: 
Saturday May 26 

1101 
Sunday, May 27 

T 133 
Monday, May 28 ; 

EE 115 
(0) 100 
Source: MPCA 


Sex scandal 
forces out 
Missouri’s 
governor 


By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press 


JEFFERSON CITY, MO. - Mis- 
souri Gov. Eric Greitens, a 
sometimes brash political out- 
sider whose unconventional 
résumé as a Rhodes scholar 
and Navy SEAL officer made 
him arising star in the Repub- 
lican Party, resigned Tuesday 
amid a widening investigation 
that arose from an affair with 
his former hairdresser. 

The 44-year-old governor 
spent nearly six months fight- 
ing to stay in office after the 
affair became public in Janu- 
ary in a TV news report that 
aired immediately following 
his State of the State address. 
The investigations into his 
conduct by prosecutors and 
lawmakers began with allega- 
tions stemming from the affair 
and expanded to include ques- 
tions about whether he vio- 
lated campaign-finance laws. 

Greitens said his resigna- 
tion takes effect Friday. 

“This ordeal has been 
designed to cause an incred- 
ible amount of strain on my 

See GREITENS on A5 > 
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